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Editor’s Comments:

1. The three movements herein comprise Part 2 of 2 of the Oficio de Difuntos. Part 1
can be found at https://musescore.com/user/29381772/scores/19814197 or
https:/ /hilarioneslava.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Oficio-de-Difuntos-Part-1-
Full-score-parts.pdf

2. The original score did not indicate any solo parts. However, based on other works of
similar nature by Eslava, there may be passages herein where Eslava intended to use
solo voices. The conductor and/or choral director may wish to assign solo parts that
are not indicated 1n this score.

3. The first two movements of Part 2 share the same source as all of Part 1, namely
Volume 9 of Eslava’s La Lira Sacro-Hispana, originally provided to us by Eresbil
(Basque Music Archives) —also available at the Biblioteca Nacional de Espaiia. In
this source, while all the other movements are lavishly orchestrated, the final Libera
me, Domine 1s scored basically a cappella (with a bit of support from the bass strings).
We have recently found another, fully-orchestrated version of this section at the
archives of the Catedral Metropolitana in Santiago, Chile. This was in the form of a
manuscript that could have been penned no later than 1851, entitled Responso a 8 con
acompaiiamiento y orquesta (o sin ella). In English, this translates as Response for 8 [voices]
with orchestra accompaniment (or without). We believe that this was probably the
original form of the composition which, for reasons unknown, had its orchestration
stripped down when it was published in the Lira a few years later.

Besides the orchestration, there are only a few minor differences between the two
versions (most noticeable in the soprano and tenor parts of Measures 24, 55, and
147). We can only speculate as to why the fuller orchestration was missing in the Lira
Sacro-Hispana. Perhaps Eslava felt the orchestration was not strictly necessary (which
is certainly implied by the full Responso title). After all, with the sparse bass
accompaniment delivered by violoncello and contrabass, it showcases an
exceptionally beautiful double choir arrangement of this ancient prayer. At any rate,
I have decided to make the richer orchestrated version available in this transcription.

4. This piece was recently performed (most likely using the version found in Volume 9
of Eslava’s “La Lira Sacro-Hispana”), and the recording can be found at
https://youtu.be/hMn4K5onLWY?t=2597
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